
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
White Dolphin      by Gill Lewis 
When a baby albino dolphin caught in old fishing netting washes ashore, Paralympics sailing hopeful Felix 
and English school girl Kara work with veterinarians and specialists to save and reunite the dolphin with her 
mother, setting off a chain of events that might just save the reef from the environmental effects of proposed 
dredging. 
 
The Last Dragonslayer     by Jasper Fforde 
As magic fades from the world, Jennifer Strange is having trouble keeping her magician employment agency 
business afloat, until she begins having visions that foretell the death of the last dragon and the coming of Big 
Magic. 
 
The Dogs of Winter     by Bobbie Pyron 
Brought to Moscow in 1990s Russia by his mother's abusive boyfriend, five-year-old Mishka is forced by a 
gang of homeless children to lie and steal until he finds comfort and love with a pack of dogs. Includes 
historical note. 
 
Pegasus the Flame of Olympus    by Kate O’Hearn 
Reborn as the Flame, thirteen-year-old Emily has saved Olympus from destruction but when the gruesome 
Nirads begin a new invasion, Emily and her friends become entangled in the conflict as old grudges are 
unearthed and new enemies are discovered. 
 
Hurricane Dancers     by Margarita Engle 
Quebrado has been a slave on captain Bernadino de Talavera's pirate ship for years, but when a hurricane 
sinks the ship and kills most of the crew, Quebrado escapes to safety and finds acceptance and refuge in a 
nearby village. 
 
13 Treasures      by Michelle Harrison 
Bedeviled by evil fairies that only she can see, thirteen-year-old Tanya is sent to stay with her cold and distant 
grandmother at Elvesden Manor, where she and the caretaker's son solve a disturbing mystery that leads them 
to the discovery that Tanya's life is in danger.  Series. 
 
Vietnam: I Pledge Allegiance    by Chris Lynch 
Enlisting as a group when one of them is drafted into the Vietnam War, best friends Morris, Rudi, Ivan, and 
Beck pledge their loyalty to one another before reporting to different branches of service. Series. 
 
Sophia’s War      by Avi 
In 1776, after witnessing the execution of Nathan Hale in New York City, newly occupied by the British 
army, young Sophia Calderwood resolves to do all she can to help the American cause, including becoming a 
spy. 
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Students are encouraged to read at least 1 book from this list plus 2 more books of their choice, for a 
total of 3 books. Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would 
be best.  
 

 



One Year in Coal Harbor    by Polly Horvath 
Primrose Squarp, who once thought her parents were lost at sea, has another year filled with turmoil. From 
meddling in her Uncle's romantic life, to trying to help her new friend, Ked, a foster child, to trying to stop the 
logging on Mendolay Mountain that threatens the world Primrose loves in Coal Harbour.  Sequel to 
Everything on a waffle. 
 
Princess Academy:     by Shannon Hale 
While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with the other girls from her mountain village, 
fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and connections to her homeland. 
 
The Infinity Ring: A Mutiny in Time   by James Dashner 
Time has gone wrong, and best friends Dak Smyth and Sera Froste, together with the young Hystorian Riq, 
must use the infinity ring to travel back to one of the Great Breaks--a mutiny on the Santa María--to correct 
history and defeat the SQ. 
 
Ungifted       by Gordon Korman 
When one of Donovan's thoughtless pranks accidentally destroys the school gym during the Big Game he 
knows he's in for it. But through a strange chain of events, his name gets put on the list for the local school for 
gifted students. Donovan knows he's not a genius, but he can't miss this chance to escape. Now, he has to 
figure out a way to stay at ASD and fit in with the kids there. 
 
Liar and Spy      by Rebecca Stead 
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment, his father's efforts to start a new 
business, his mother's extra shifts as a nurse, being picked on at school, and Safer, a boy who wants his help 
spying on another resident of their building. 
 
Son        by Lois Lowry 
Unlike the other Birthmothers in her utopian community, teenaged Claire forms an attachment to her baby, 
feeling a great loss when he is taken to the Nurturing Center to be adopted by a family unit. 
 
Gods of Manhattan     by Scott Mebus 
Thirteen-year-old Rory discovers a spirit world that thrives alongside his contemporary New York City, filled 
with fantastical creatures and people from the city's colorful past who have become gods and goddesses and 
who have chosen Rory to perform a dangerous mission. Series. 
 
Stranded       by Jeff Probst 
It was supposed to be a vacation - and a chance to get to know each other better. But when a massive storm 
sets in without warning, four kids are shipwrecked alone on a rocky jungle island in the middle of the South 
Pacific. No adults. No instructions. Nobody to rely on but themselves. 
 
Swindle: Hideout Bk#5     by Gordon Korman 
Luthor's former owner, Swindle, is back trying to reclaim his dog, and it is up to Griffin Bing, Savannah 
Drysdale and their friends to hide the Doberman until they can come up with a plan to rescue him from the 
vicious crook.  Series: Swindle Bk#1 
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Dark Lord, The Early Years    by Jamie Thomson 
Evil Dark Lord tries to recover his dignity, his power, and his lands when an arch-foe transports him to a small 
town, into the body of a thirteen-year-old boy. 
 
Cinder       by Marissa Meyer 
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted mechanic and 
cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets about her past in order to 
protect the world in this futuristic take on the Cinderella story. 
 
One for the Murphys     by Lynda Mullay Hunt 
After heartbreaking betrayal, Carley is sent to live with a foster family and struggles with opening herself up 
to their love. 
 
Road Trip       by Gary Paulsen & Jim Paulsen 
A father and son embark on a road trip to a distant animal shelter to save a homeless border collie puppy. 
 
Legend of the Ghost Dog    by Elizabeth Cody Kimmel 
Twelve-year-old Tee has just moved to Nome, Alaska. She and her dog, Henry, are excited about their new 
home, but when they see a mysterious shadow while out for a walk, they wonder if they’ve disturbed a restless 
spirit. And what other secrets might this dark place be holding? Dog lovers and mystery fans will love this 
thrilling story based on the inspiration of Nome’s real-life dog hero, Balto. 
 
Wild Life       by Cynthia DeFelice 
When twelve-year-old Eric's parents are deployed to Iraq, he goes to live with grandparents he hardly knows 
in small-town North Dakota, but his grandfather's hostility and the threat of losing the dog he has rescued are 
too much and Eric runs away. 
 
Eight Keys       by Suzanne LaFleur 
When twelve-year-old Elise, orphaned since age nine, becomes disheartened by middle school, with its 
bullies, changing relationships, and higher expectations, keys to long-locked rooms and messages from her 
late father help her cope. 
 
Inside Out & Back Again    by Thanhha Lai 
When the Vietnam War reaches Saigon, Hà and her family decide to flee and board a ship headed toward 
hope. In America, Hà discovers the foreign world of Alabama and the strength of her own family. Through 
short, narrative poems, the author delivers a personal story of one girl’s year of change as she journeys from 
one country to another and one life to the next. 
 
Breadcrumbs      by Anne Ursu 
Once upon a time, Hazel and Jack were best friends. But that was before his heart was frozen and he 
disappeared into a forest with a mysterious woman made of ice. Now it’s up to Hazel to go in after him. 
 
Endangered       by Eliot Schrefer 
Sophie is not happy to be back in the Congo for the summer, but when she rescues an abused baby bonobo she 
becomes more involved in her mother's sanctuary--and when fighting breaks out and the sanctuary is attacked, 
it is up to Sophie to rescue the apes and somehow survive in the jungle. 
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The Savage Fortress     by Sarwat Chadda 
While on vacation in India, Ash discovers a gold arrowhead hidden in the sands – a weapon used to defeat evil 
King Ravana in legend. But when Lord Savage, who commands an army of monstrous shape-changers, comes 
after Ash, the legends are suddenly way too real. 
 
The Underdogs      by Mike Lupica 
Seventh-grader Will Tyler has been itching to redeem himself for the fumble that cost his team a 
championship win last year. But when his struggling hometown can't come up with the money to finance 
youth-league football, it seems as though Will won't get that chance -- at least not without a little help. Will 
writes a letter to the chairman of a major sneaker company, asking for (and getting) corporate 
sponsorship...but with so many families leaving town to find jobs, will there even be enough kids to play? 
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